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TAYLOR AND JONES FAMILIES 

By Trist Wood. 

I have read with great interest the account by Mrs. 0. A. 
Keach of the Jones family of Northumberland Co., Va., published 
in the Wm. & Mary Quar., Jan. and Apr. 1915. It is ended with 
the statement "Any additional information will be appreciated." 
I trust it is not too late to send the "additional information." I 
regret not having seen this Jones data before. Let me say that 
for many years, and from many parts of the country, I have been 
receiving letters asking for information regarding a second wife 
of Zachary Taylor of Orange Co. (the President's grandfather) 
and children by this second wife. According to published accounts 
of the Taylor family, and according to our family papers, Zachary 
Taylor m. Elizabeth Lee and had Zachary, Hancock, Richard 
and Elizabeth. No other children are named — and no other wife 
ever recorded. Meade says he had "seven sons and three daugh- 
ters," without naming them — and this statement has been often 
cited by those who claimed, or thought they had grounds for 
claiming, descent from him. The many letters I received caused 
me to investigate the matter of Zachary's having a second wife 
and a second family, but I could find nothing to substantiate these 
claims. A thorough search among our family records and papers 
led to no result, except of a negative character. The late Mr. 
Fall Taylor, who devoted many years to the compilation of the 
Taylor genealogy, informed me that Dr. A. G. Grinnan, of Madi- 
son Co., Va., had discovered that Zachary Taylor had married a 
second time, with Esther Blackburn, widow of Arthur Black- 
burn, and on her husband's death had been one of her sureties when 
she was granted administration. As there is a tradition in our 
family that Zachary had married a Jones, his second wife blos- 
somed into "Esther Jones, widow of Arthur Blackburn." This 
gave Zachary a second wife. But no other children were forth- 
coming. As I looked into the matter further, I became skeptical 
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about Esther, and asked Mr. Fall Taylor for the particulars which 
Dr. Grinnan (meantime deceased) had given him. But all of his 
Grinnan papers had been lost in a fire. I obtained a copy of 
Esther's bond of administration, and found that Zachary Taylor's 
name does not appear on it. Esther became more mythical still. 
But relying on our family tradition that Zachary had married a 
Jones (and of course, taking this for his second wife) I had a 
blind search made in Orange County records, and the whole matter 
was cleared up (as I thought) by the discoverery of the will of 
Capt. John Jones dated 31 May 1758. Before proceeding further 
let me say that Zachary Taylor was b. 17 Apr. 1707 and married 
Elizabeth Lee and that she according to the family record "died 
early"; — their children being: 

Zachary Taylor. 

Hancock Taylor, killed by Indians in Ky. 

Richard Taylor, Col. in Eevolution, father of Pres. Zachary. 

Elizabeth Taylor m. Capt. Thomas Bell. 

John Jones' will, above referred to, speaks of two children 
under age, also "my Loving Sister, Elizabeth Taylor"; and he 
appoints as ex'ors his "Loving Wife Mary Jones and her two 
brothers Maj. John Bell and Mr. Thomas Bell of Prince William 
County, & Mr. Zachary Taylor of Orange County." As Eliza- 
beth Lee, wife of Zachary Taylor, died about 1750, here everything 
was explained. Zachary m. 3dly Elizabeth Jones sister of John 
Jones who made his will 1756. Nothing could possibly be more 
clear. But in genealogical investigation one must be prepared 
for surprise. And the account of Mrs. Keach of the Jones family 
did spring a real surprise. Mrs. Keach makes it very plain, from 
citations of the Northumberland records, that Swan Jones mar- 
ried Elizabeth, and died before 1743 leaving a son John Jones, and 
that Swan's widow Elizabeth m. secondly Zachary Taylor of 
Orange Co. So the will of Capt. John Jones which I found must 
be read in a completely different light, for the testator was son of 
Swan Jones and Elizabeth — who, when he made his will, had be- 
come Mrs. Zachary Taylor, and "my Loving Sister Elizabeth Tay- 
lor" was testator's half-sister — that is to say, the sister of testator's 
mother by her second husband, Zachary Taylor. Mrs. Keach gives 
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Swan Jones' wife merely as Elizabeth. Our family records 
show that Zachary Taylor m. Elizabeth Lee, and in all published 
accounts of the family she is set down as daughter of Hancock Lee 
of "Ditchley" and his second wife Sarah Allerton. This gives 
the patronymic of Swan Jones' wife, and will help clear up much 
of the Lee data in Mrs. Keach's article. The will of John Jones 
was witnessed by James Bell and Elizabeth Taylor. Mary Jones, 
the wid. was granted adm'n and she and Zachary Taylor, her se- 
curity entered into bond in the sum of £1000. Test. Geo. Taylor 
Clk. (Col. George Taylor, bro. of Zachary was clerk of Orange 
Co.) Inventory (without appraisement) was made 8 Aug. 1758. 
A partial inventory (with appraisement) dated 3 Dec. 1759, by 
Eichard Beale, James Coleman, Junr, and James Suggett, who 
state, "we the subscribers met and assigned the above articles to 
Mr. Zachary Burnley who married the widow of Capt. John Jones, 
dec'd." 

To sum up : Elizabeth Lee dau. of Hancock Lee of "Ditchley" 
and Sarah Allerton m. (1st) Swan Jones of Northumberland Co. 
who d. before 1743; m. (2dly) Zachary Taylor of Orange Co., and 
had issue: 

By her 1st hus. 1 — Capt. John Jones of Orange Co. will 
dated 31 May 1758, pro. 1758. m. Mary Bell, who in 1759 m. 
Zachary Burnley. By her 2d hus. II Zachary Taylor m. his cousin 
Alice Chew. Ill Hancock Taylor, killed in Ky. IV Lt. Col. Rich- 
ard Taylor, m. Sarah Dabney Strother. V Elizabeth Taylor m. 
Capt. Thomas Bell. 

The above Lt. Col. Richard Taylor had Gen. Zachary Taylor 
whose eldest child Anne Mackall Taylor was my grandmother. 
Hence my interest. 



